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Discolichens are referred to as crustose lichens with round disc or convex or concave cup-shape like
apothecia and normally raised on thallus. Two types of apothecia were found. One is the lecideine apothecia
which lacks algae in the rim of the disc. Another type of apothecia, in which the margin of an apothecium can
be concolorous, is called lecanorine and this type has algae incorporated with the rim. Ascospores are colourless
and produced within the ascus. Ascospores could be diverse in shape and type such as oval, ellipsoid, filiform
or bacilliform shape with simple, septate and muriform of ascospore type. The objective of this research was to
study the biodiversity of crustose discolichen around the area at Ramkhamhaeng University Regional Campus in
Honor of His Majesty the King, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province. A total of one hundred and eighty-five specimens
were collected from October 2018 to March 2019 from sixty phorophytes in community forest, beach forest,
mangrove forest and fruit gardens at Chawang, Pak Phanang, Thungsong, Lansaka, Prom Khiri, Pra Prom, Ron
Piboon and Tha Sala Districts. All specimens were classified and identified by morphological, anatomical and
chemical structures into nine families, ten genera and twenty species. Lecanora achroa was a common species
followed by Malmidea aurigera and Coenogonium pineti. Calophyllum inophyllum was the phorophyte housing
the most diverse of the discolichen followed by Avicennia marina and Areca catechu. Three species, Caloplaca
sp., Clauzadea sp. and Malmidea sp. are expected to be new species.
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